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Sihannes Friedrich, translated by Frank Gaynor, Extinct 
aguages. New York, Library, 1957. Pp. x, 
00 


present volume has a definite place in a world steadily 
ing back the frontiers of our knowledge of ancient 
poples and ancient places. Though some readers might be 
to begin with the third chapter (pp, 151-158) on 
Bcples of the Methodology of the Decipherment of Ex- 
mm scripts and Languages,” there is an obvious propriety 
Same author’s recital of certain historical data in the earlier 
of the work. 
Pihapter i (pp. 1-101) sets forth “The Three Great De- 
Eeerments in the Study of the Ancient World.” These are 
manterpretation of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, cuneiform 
Hing, and the Hittite hieroglyphic writing. The author 
iarally — the familiar story of the Rosetta Stone, 
to the decipherment of the Egyptian hieroglyphics (p. 
mam, though the reproduction of the stone (fig. 12, p. 19) is 
mertunately somewhat inadequate. Laudably, the treat- 
in this chapter and in the book as a whole seems to be 
Sempromise between a popular approach for the interested 
eral reader and the provision of a convenient handbook 
the specialist. 
Sem chapter ii (pp. 102-150), on “The Decipherment and 
memy of Other Scripts and Languages of the Old World,” 
meeeention is _ by Lycian, Lydian, the language of Side in 
Numidian, the Cypriote the proto-Byblic 
Etruscan, Osco-Umbrian, and Phrygian. The final 

(iv, Pp. 159-173) deals with “A Few Examples of 
iphered Scripts,” including the Sinaitic script, Cretan- 
Samoan script, Carian script, and Indus Valley script: an 
Sependix (pp. 175-180), by way of correction, calls attention 
Wile successful efforts of the late Michael Ventris in han- 
aeame the Cretan Linear Script B. 

Readers are likely to aver that the work as a whole is 
men rather dully; yet they will agree that it provides a 
Mmoundly revealing glimpse into the remote past and into 
Mm resourcefulness of the immediate present as current 
Mears turn to the difficult task of interpretation. For the 
Mal triumphs of decipherment belong to the present cen- 
my and that just preceding. There is, perhaps, a touch of 
Mmlance in the author’s words (p. ix): “The decipherment 
M@inese old scripts and languages in the 19th and 20th 
muries ranks with the most outstanding achievements of 
@enuman mind, and the only reason why it does not stand 
mime limelight of public interest as a co-equal of the radical 
Mamphs of physics and technology and their related sciences 
Manat it cannot produce the same effect on practical daily 
Mmme which those discoveries can.” Yet a careful appraisal 

faamewspaper and popular journal coverage during the last 
Meeeercer-century Or so reveals a gratifyingly augmented at- 
Seaton to the discoveries of archaeology and linguistics, with 
Milomain of “extinct languages” happily included. 

William les Korjmacher 
Mint Louis University 
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